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Spatial Science News 





Multiple Awards for Lecturer Mr. Robert Webb 
 
In late December 2010, Robert was awarded a QUT Vice-Chancellor's Performance 
Award to acknowledge and reward the outstanding achievement of individual academic 
staff by providing performance awards.  These awards recognize outstanding 
achievement by an individual over the past twelve months. Congratulations to Mr. 
Robert Webb from School of Urban Development, Faculty of Built Environment and 
Engineering, for outstanding service and recognition of his very strong teaching 
performance profile and responses from the student QUT Learning Experience 
Questionnaires. 
 
In late December 2010, Robert also successfully completed the Mid- Career Academic 
Development (MCAD) program and awarded certification. Guided by the imperatives for 
strategic renewal at QUT, the Mid-Career Academic Development (MCAD) program 
provides participants with opportunities to enhance their individual performance in 
current and future changing environments. This invitational program was designed to 
provide opportunities for mid-career academics (Level B and C) to: 
• Build leadership capability  
• Enhance engaged research and teaching and learning  
• Reflect on career development and progression  
• Explore academic culture and practice; and  
• Develop reflective practice. 
 
Over a nine month period the program provided opportunity for participants to reflect on 
their current academic focus and to re-energize their career journey through a greater 
understanding of themselves, their academic contribution and their current or future 
academic leadership role. The program provided a catalyst for building career 
momentum through a combination of presentations, workshops, residential school and 
activities that are underpinned by engagement with others and reflective practice.  
 
 
Raising Entry Quality and Commencing Numbers 
The QUT Spatial Science entrance level has been O.P. 13 during 2006-2008 and raised 
to O.P. 12 level 2009-2010. Somewhat unexpectedly, due to increases in QTAC first 
preferences and overall course nomination, the 2011 commencing entrance level was 
raised to O.P.11.  This translated to 39 offers made to the O.P.11 band or higher, which 
has translated to 35 commencements. The Spatial Science course was one of 43 QUT 
courses where demand has increased and higher entrance/quality levels commenced at 
the start of 2011. The improved cut-offs occurred at every campus and across many 
disciplines including built environment and design, business, creative and performing 
arts, engineering, health, law and justice, and science.  
 
Gardens Point rapt in promise of things to come 
The multi-storey, brown brick building on the QUT Gardens Point bend of the river, 
dubbed by some as "Brisbane's ugliest building", has had a rapid makeover. Visible from 
the freeway, Goodwill Bridge and South Bank, L Block on Queensland University of 
Technology's (QUT) city campus is now swathed in Queensland's first building "wrap".  
It carries an elegant artist's impression of the university's $230 million Science 
Technology Precinct and Community Hub now under construction on land behind the 
building. The wrap spans five floors of L Block, measures 1313.50sqm and is made of 
lightweight fabric weighing only 355g/sqm. 
  
The 45,000sqm precinct will provide world-class work spaces for high-impact research in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics, as well as modern, technology rich 
social learning spaces. The precinct will also become a social hub for the university and 
the wider community as it will be equipped with a modern gym, vibrant restaurants and 
cafes and a 50metre pool. 
L Block has served the Gardens Point campus well for more than three decades; 
however, it has become unsustainable to run. The spaces are also not suitable for 
modern teaching, learning and research activities. Most of the materials from the 
demolished block will be recycled. L Block has been home to thousands of engineering 
students over its 30-plus year history and is now temporarily hosting relocated campus 
services such as the refectory and bookshop as well as being used as a site office for the 
current construction. 
Leighton Contractors, appointed as the designer and constructor of the new precinct, 
installed the building wrap.  With the new Science and Technology Precinct and 
Community Hub to place QUT at the forefront of the science and technology fields, it is 
only fitting that construction of the project include unique attributes such as this building 
wrap, which is a first for Queensland. 
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